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Welcome to the Georgetown 
Spirit of 1776
Welcome to the Georgetown Spirit of 1776 
Artisan & Craft Festival. Thank you for joining 
us on South Race Street as we celebrate 
Georgetown’s place in America’s story.

Today’s celebration takes place in a town 
created to bring people together. From The 
Circle, where Georgetown’s main streets 
extend outward like spokes of a wheel, to the 
neighborhoods, farms, churches, schools and 
businesses that surround it, Georgetown has 
long been a gathering place for Sussex County.

As our nation approaches its 250th anniversary, 
we come together as neighbors, families and 

visitors to honor the people, traditions and 
communities that have shaped our town 
across generations.

Throughout the day, we invite you to enjoy 
music, cultural presentations, local vendors, family 
activities and historical experiences that reflect the 
many voices that make Georgetown home.

Thank you to our volunteers, community 
partners, performers, sponsors and guests for 
helping make this celebration possible. We 
hope you enjoy the festival.

Bienvenidos al Espíritu de 
Georgetown de 1776 
Bienvenidos al festival de artesanías y 
manualidades Espíritu de Georgetown de 1776. 
Gracias por acompañarnos en South Race 
Street para honrar el legado de Georgetown en 
la historia de Estados Unidos. 

La celebración de hoy se realizará en una 
ciudad que se creó para unir a las personas. 
Desde The Circle, donde las calles principales 
de Georgetown se extienden como los rayos 
de una rueda, hasta los barrios, granjas, iglesias, 
escuelas y negocios que la rodean, Georgetown 
es desde hace mucho un punto de encuentro 
para el condado de Sussex. 

A medida que nuestra nación se acerca 
a su 250.° aniversario, nos reunimos como 

vecinos, familias y visitantes en homenaje a 
las personas, tradiciones y comunidades que, 
generación tras generación, han definido la 
identidad de nuestra ciudad. 

Los invitamos a disfrutar una jornada de 
música, presentaciones culturales, productores 
locales, actividades familiares y experiencias 
históricas que reflejan las diversas voces que 
hacen de Georgetown nuestro hogar. 

Gracias a los voluntarios, colaboradores de la 
comunidad, artistas, patrocinadores e invitados 
por hacer posible esta celebración. Esperamos 
que disfruten del festival. 



Georgetown’s place in 
America’s story
As the United States approaches its 250th anniversary, Georgetown’s 
story offers a local reminder of one of the country’s earliest democratic 
ideals: government should be accessible to the people it serves.

In the late 1700s, many Sussex County residents lived far from the county 
seat in Lewes. Traveling to court, public offices or elections could require 
long and difficult trips, especially for those living in central and western 
Sussex County. For years, residents petitioned the Delaware General 
Assembly for a more central location where courts, records and public 
business could be reached more fairly and conveniently.

In 1791, the General Assembly approved the removal of the seat of justice 
from Lewes and established Georgetown near the center of Sussex 
County. Commissioners were appointed to purchase land, lay out streets 
and public squares, and oversee construction of a courthouse and jail. 
Georgetown was intentionally created as a civic center designed to serve 
the broader public.

More than two centuries later, Georgetown remains closely tied to that 
original purpose. Its four main streets still fan outward from The Circle, like 
the spokes of a wheel, reflecting the town’s role as a gathering place for 
public life in Sussex County.

As America marks 250 years, Georgetown’s founding reflects a principle 
that still resonates today: democracy is not only shaped in capitals 
and historic halls. It is also built in communities where people gather, 
participate and work together to serve the public good.
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12 things to know about 
Georgetown, Delaware

Founding

1. Georgetown became the Sussex County 
seat in 1791. 

2. The town was created after residents 
asked for a more central location than 
Lewes. 

3. Georgetown was established on land 
known as “James Pettyjohn’s old field”. 

4. Georgetown was almost named Bedford 
before its final name was approved.

The Circle

5. Georgetown was designed around a 
central public space now known as The 
Circle. 

6. The town’s four main streets fan outward 
from The Circle like the spokes of a wheel. 

7. The current Sussex County Courthouse 
overlooking The Circle was built between 
1837 and 1840. 

8. Georgetown is often called “16 miles 
from everywhere” because of its central 
location in Sussex County.

Traditions and community

9. Georgetown is home to Return Day, one 
of Delaware’s most distinctive political 
traditions.

10. During Return Day, election winners and 
losers take part in the ceremonial “burying 
of the hatchet”.

11. The town’s founding was shaped by 
residents’ desire for easier access to 
courts, records and public offices.

12. Georgetown’s culture has been shaped 
by agriculture, the poultry industry and 
immigrant communities, including strong 
Latino and Haitian communities today.
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11:30 a. m. Introduction of Nanticoke Indian Dance 
Troupe 

Faye West

Nanticoke Indian Dance Troupe 
Presentation 

Adrian Harmon

10:00 a. m. Welcome Faye West

10:05 a. m. Presentation of Colors Boy Scout Troop 95 

10:10 a. m. National Anthem Cathy Gorman

Pledge of Allegiance Gene Dvornick

10:15 a. m. Recognition of Elected Officials Gene Dvornick

10:20 a. m. Elected Official Comment Mayor Angela Townsend 

10:30 a. m. God Bless America Cathy Gorman

 10:35 a. m. Introduction of Caesar Rodney Faye West

Caesar Rodney Presentation Larry Mayo

11:00 a. m. Introduction of Herman Jackson Faye West

Herman Jackson Presentation Herman Jackson

Main Stage

Blacktop



Main Stage
12:15 p. m. Introduction of African American Heritage Faye West

 African American Heritage Presentation Jane Hovington

12:45 p. m. Introduction of Latino History Faye West

 Latino History Presentation Kevin Andrade

1:00 p. m. Introduction of Latino American Performer Faye West

 Latino American Performer
Mariachi Maya 
International

1:30 p. m. Introduction of St. Michael the Archangel 
Children’s Choir 

Faye West

 Musical selection Children’s Choir

1:40 p. m. America The Beautiful Emily Zammetti

 Closing comments Faye West

Retiring the colors Boy Scout Troop 95
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11:30 a. m.
Introducción previa a la presentación 
de la agrupación de danzas indígenas 
Nanticoke

Faye West

Presentación de la agrupación de danzas 
indígenas Nanticoke

Adrian Harmon

Escenario Principal

Vía Pública

10:00 a. m. Bienvenida Faye West

10:05 a. m. Ingreso de la bandera de ceremonia Tropa 95 de Boy Scouts

10:10 a. m. Himno nacional Cathy Gorman

Juramento a la bandera Gene Dvornick

10:15 a. m. Reconocimiento a los funcionarios electos Gene Dvornick

10:20 a. m. Comentario de un funcionario electo Mayor Angela Townsend

10:30 a. m. God Bless America Cathy Gorman

 10:35 a. m. Introducción previa a la presentación de 
Caesar Rodney Faye West

Presentación de Caesar Rodney Larry Mayo

11:00 a. m. Introducción previa a la presentación de 
Herman Jackson Faye West

Presentación de Herman Jackson Herman Jackson



12:15 p. m. Introducción previa a la presentación 
sobre la herencia afroamericana

Faye West

 Presentación sobre la herencia 
afroamericana

Jane Hovington

12:45 p. m. Introducción previa a la presentación 
sobre la historia latina Faye West

 Presentación sobre la historia latina Kevin Andrade

1:00 p. m. Introducción previa a la presentación de 
un artista latinoamericano Faye West

 Artista latinoamericano
Mariachi Maya 
International

1:30 p. m. Introducción previa a la presentación del 
coro de niños San Miguel Arcángel Faye West

 Selección musical Coro de niños

1:40 p. m. America The Beautiful Emily Zammetti

 Comentarios finales Faye West

Despedida de la bandera de ceremonia Tropa 95 de Boy Scouts

Escenario Principal
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302 858 5055
hookpr.com

Growth Accelerator
A 21-day sprint to sharpen your 
messaging and build a 90-day plan.

Signature Websites
StoryBrand-guided websites that 
help build trust and move people to 
action.

Communications Partnership
Ongoing support to help your organization stay visible 
and communicate consistently.

Hook was honored 
as 2019 Delaware 
Minority-Owned 
Business of the Year

Serving the Mid-Atlantic since 2007. 

Human-centered
marketing





 
 

THE POWER OF HARD WORK
IN YOUR COMMUNITY
HARD WORK DRIVES RESULTS.
At Casella, hard work means reliable trash, recycling, 
and resource management services you can count on.

Get services near you: Scan the QR code, 
call  302-575-6236 , or 
visit casella.com/getservice-de



St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal Church is the 
oldest organized church in Georgetown, 
with its origins dating to 1794. 
Before the construction of its first church 
building in 1806, services were occasionally 
held in the old courthouse, reflecting the 
church’s early importance within the growing 
community.

The present church structure was completed 
in 1844 and extensively remodeled in 1881. The 
building is notable for its Gothic architectural 
influences, particularly its collection of stained-
glass windows. Among these, the most 

renowned is the “Te Deum” window, crafted 
in London and donated in 1930 by Willard 
Saulsbury Jr. in memory of his sister. Widely 
regarded as one of the finest stained-glass 
works of its kind in the country, it remains one 
of the church’s most treasured artistic features.
St. Paul’s also houses a historic pipe organ and 
an impressive replica of The Transfiguration 
standing over six feet tall. Our replica was 
painted in the 16th century by Giulio Romano, 
a pupil of Raphael, and completed by Raphael 
himself. Together, these elements make St. 
Paul’s not only a place of worship, but also an 
important historical and cultural landmark in 
Georgetown.



Grace Methodist Church prior to the fire of 1927.

Georgetown High School, built in 1885.

First National Bank on Pine Street. Return Day crowd gathers on the Circle in 1894.

Courthouse, Georgetown.



Thank you for celebrating with us
Thank you for being part of the Georgetown 
Spirit of 1776 Artisan & Craft Festival.

As the day comes to a close on South 
Race Street, we are grateful for the music, 
performances, conversations and shared 
moments that brought this celebration to life. 
In the heart of Sussex County, Georgetown’s 
story has always been about people coming 
together: to gather, to serve, to celebrate and to 
care for one another.

We extend our sincere thanks to the volunteers, 
sponsors, performers, vendors, public safety 
personnel, community organizations and 
guests who made this day possible.

For more than two centuries, people have 
gathered in Georgetown to conduct public life, 
share traditions and build community. From 
The Circle and the streets that extend outward 
like the spokes of a wheel, Georgetown was 
created to bring people together, and that spirit 
continues today.

Long after the music ends and the streets 
quiet down, we hope the spirit of today stays 
with you: neighbors gathering together in the 
heart of Sussex County to celebrate history, 
community and shared pride.

Thank you for celebrating with us.

Gracias por celebrar con nosotros 
Gracias por ser parte del festival de artesanías y 
manualidades Espíritu de Georgetown de 1776. 

Antes de concluir el día en South Race Street, 
queremos agradecer a todos por la música, 
las presentaciones, las conversaciones y los 
momentos compartidos que dieron vida a 
esta celebración. En el corazón del condado de 
Sussex, la historia de Georgetown siempre se 
ha caracterizado por la unión de las personas, 
ya sea para encontrarse, brindar servicios, 
celebrar o cuidarse mutuamente. 

Extendemos nuestro sincero agradecimiento 
a los voluntarios, patrocinadores, artistas, 
productores, personal de seguridad pública, 
organizaciones comunitarias e invitados que 

hicieron posible este día. 
Durante más de dos siglos, la gente se ha 
reunido en Georgetown para participar en la 
vida pública, compartir tradiciones y formar una 
comunidad. Desde The Circle y las calles que 
se extienden hacia fuera como los rayos de 
una rueda, Georgetown se creó para unir a las 
personas, y ese espíritu perdura hasta hoy. 

Esperamos que este sentimiento se mantenga 
mucho después de que se acabe la música y 
se calmen las calles; que siga vivo en ustedes, 
vecinos, que se reunieron en el corazón del 
condado de Sussex para honrar la historia, la 
comunidad y el orgullo compartido. 

Gracias por celebrar con nosotros.
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Thank you to our sponsors

Christina 
Diaz-Malone

Steger 
Family


