TOWN OF GEORGETOWN
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Meeting Date: Monday, July 13, 2026
Location: 39 The Circle, Georgetown, DE 19947

Live Stream Can be Found at the Following Link:
Website: hitps://www.georgetowndel.com/live-stream.htm

Zoom.us/join
Zoom Meeting ID: 823 6177 0808

Time: 7:00 PM Regular Meeting

TOWN COUNCIL PRESENT: STAFF PRESENT:

Angela Townsend, Mayor Eugene Dvornick, Town Manager
Christina Diaz-Malone, Ward One Stephani Ballard, Town Solicitor
Tony Neal, Ward Two Diana Ramirez, Administration

Michael Briggs, Ward Three
Penuel Barrett, Ward Four

7:00 PM REGULAR MEETING

1.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Town Manager Dvornick led the Pledge of Allegiance.

INVOCATION
Councilman Neal led the Invocation.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Councilman Barrett requested amending the agenda by moving item #13 to be item #7-B.

Motion by Councilman Barrett, seconded by Councilman Briggs to adopt the agenda as
amended. Motion Carried (unanimous)

APPROVAL OF JUNE 22,2026 TOWN COUNCIL MINUTES
Motion by Mayor Townsend, seconded by Councilwoman Diaz-Malone to approve the June
22, 2026 Town Council Minutes as presented. Motion Carried (unanimous)

PUBLIC COMMENT
Maria Hammond, 507 North Bedford Street
e Questions on Code Enforcement process for violations.

Jake Darmstadter, Peterkins Road

e Stated there will be a Georgetown clean up at First State Community Action on June
1 8th
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6. COUNCILMEMBERS COMMENTS
Councilwoman Diaz-Malone, Ward 1
e Requested clarification on the agenda amendment

Councilman Neal, Ward 2
e (lad to see everyone here tonight

Councilman Briggs, Ward 3
e Glad to see everyone here tonight

Councilman Barrett, Ward 4
e Thank you to the Police Department on the great job they are doing

Mavor Townsend
e Met with Jim Weller

o Met with representatives from Miracle Ice Arena regarding a potential new facility and
annexation

e Meeting with Delmarva Veterans Builders on potentially bringing a grocery store to
Town near CHEER

e Reminder about the Farmers Market and Summer Concert series

7. DELAWARE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION - 18/404 GRADE
SEPARATED INTERSECTION
George Pierce, Construction Manager for DelDOT, provided an overview of the 18/404 Grade
Separated Intersection project. Questions from Council were answered.

7.B DISCUSSION ON POSSIBLE MODIFICATION OR REPEAL OF TOWN ZONING
CODE, SECTION 230-25 - PERMITTED USES, H - COTTAGE HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT (REQUESTED AGENDA ITEM FROM MAYOR TOWNSEND,
6/22/26)

Town Manager Dvornick provided some background on the Ordinance

Public Comment
e Lisa Rohlfing, 2 Sweetgum Court
o Expressed concerns with Ordinance 2025-07
o Requested Council repeal the Ordinance
o Presented a petition of residents against the Ordinance

e Linda Dennis, 4 Huckleberry Drive
o Spoke in favor of Council repealing the Ordinance

e Maria Hammond, 507 North Bedford Street
o Spoke in favor of Council repealing the Ordinance
o Expressed concerns with how the project was presented to Council
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Reverend Eddie Jusino
o Spoke against Council repealing the Ordinance

Brett Carpenter
o In reference to comments made from the Little Living project representatives
at a previous Council meeting - Stated Kent County and the Town of Frederica
have voted against the little living project coming to their Town/County

Lawrence Rohlfing, 2 Sweetgum Court
o As a Planning Commission member, he voted in favor of this Ordinance
o Spoke in favor of repealing the Ordinance

Dennis Winzenreid, Park Avenue
o Stated this Ordinance is compliant with SB 23
o Spoke against repealing the Ordinance

Sharon Pitcher, 16 Elderberry Street
o Spoke against repealing the Ordinance

Eddie Wise, Old Park Avenue
o Suggested that the ordinance should have provided for this type of zoning to be
made a conditional use

Questions/Comments from Council

Mayor Townsend
o Commented on some potential changes to the Ordinance
o Council needs more review over the potential locations for these projects and
the 1 acre minimum
o Suggests a working group to make the current ordinance better

Councilman Briggs
o Commented on how many people from out-of-town limits spoke in favor of
keeping the Ordinance and agreed with the comments that Mayor Townsend
made about locations. Agrees with having a workshop to look at the ordinance
again.

Councilman Barrett
o Agreed with the changes that Mayor Townsend suggested

Councilwoman Diaz-Malone
o Some comments based on facts and some are based on fear
o Appreciates having a dialogue on the issues, and having the committee
o Agrees that we need to address the need for affordable housing in Town

Councilman Neal
o Commented on the need for affordable housing
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o Needs to consider the various issues

Town Manager Dvornick presented recommendations on how to move forward. Starting point
would be to review the various pieces of legislation and set a meeting for the group.

Town Solicitor questioned what needed to be provided to the State regarding housing with the
5-year comp plan that is coming up. Town Manager advised that some requirements are
spelled out in SB 23 and we need to review that.

Committee members will be Town Manager Gene Dvornick, Lisa Rohlfing, Councilman
Briggs, Councilman Neal, and Eddie Wise

8. HELP INITIATIVE PRESENTATION — CHARLES KISTLER
Charles Kistler presented to Council an overview of the HELP Initiative

Motion by Councilwoman Diaz-Malone, seconded by Councilman Barrett to provide a letter
of authorization for the implementation of the project safe neighborhood in Georgetown.
Motion Carried (unanimous).

[7-B].

Councilman Barrett asked, with reference to Item 7-B if Council should make a motion that
the current ordinance be halted pending Committee review. Town Solicitor advised that Code
could not be changed, except through the normal process, but potentially the Town could
suspend decisions on new (not currently pending) applications for a reasonable time, while the
matter is under review, since the potential for changes has been raised. Councilwoman Diaz-
Malone asked what the litigation risks were. Town Solicitor clarified it would likely be
different for current vs. not yet existing applications, now that the public is on notice of
potential changes. Motion by Councilman Briggs, seconded by Councilman Barrett to have
the Community Development Department suspend review of any new applications related to
Ordinance 2026-05, specifically section 230-25 H Cottage Community until further notice
pending potential changes to the Code.

Vote:

Councilwoman Diaz-Malone, Ward 1: Yea
Councilman Neal, Ward 2: No
Councilman Briggs, Ward 3: Yea
Councilman Barrett, Ward 4: Yea
Mayor Townsend: Yea

Motion Carried (4 yea, 1 no)

9. LOVE, INC PRESENTATION - GIOVANNI OTERO
Giovanni Otero presented to Council an overview of Love Inc.

Questions/Comments posed by Council.
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10. GEORGETOWN NAVIGATION CENTER/SPRINGBOARD DELAWARE UPDATE -

11.

12,

JUDSON MALONE
Judson Malone presented to Council an update on the Georgetown Navigation Center.

PUBLIC WORKS AGREEMENT - STATE OF DELAWARE, DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES, STOCKLEY CENTER CAMPUS

Motion by Mayor Townsend, seconded by Councilman Briggs to approve the Public Works
Agreement as presented. Motion Carried (unanimous)

IQ FIBER AGREEMENT

IQ Fiber made a presentation to Council about broadband needs. Motion by Councilman
Barrett, seconded by Councilwoman Diaz-Malone to approve the 1Q Fiber Agreement as
presented. Motion Carried (unanimous)

13. DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

A. TOWN MANAGER - GENE DVORNICK

Project Updates

e Police and Public Works Facility
o Masonry work continues
o Storm water management in process
o Sanitary sewer installation started
e Chad Spicer & Harvey Gregg Monuments
o Foundation digging started July 13
o Followed by concrete work
o $30,000 appropriated in Bond Bill
e Parson Lane Trailhead/Parking Area
o Change Order #2 executed: +$201,183
Fencing, electric, landscaping, amenities, benches
DelDOT completion (final section) and opening this fall
Received no funding through Community Reinvestment Fund
Request $79,000 from Realty Transfer Tax to compete the project

© 0 O O

General Items

e Upcoming Events
o Planning Commission: Wednesday, July 15, 6:00 PM, Town Hall
o Supportive Housing Issues Committee: Tuesday, July 21, 4:00 PM, Town
Hall
o Town Council Meeting: Monday, July 27, 7:00 PM, Regular Meeting,
Town Hall
o Delaware League of Local Governments: Summer break until September
o Sussex County Association of Towns: Summer break until September
e Legislative Update
o Legislative Session ended July 30, 2025
o Bill Tracking
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14. EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion by Councilman Barrett, seconded by Councilwoman Diaz-Malone to enter Executive
Session at 9:49pm. Motion Carried (unanimous). The potential litigation item was
removed from this Executive Session.

Town Council met in Executive Session for the purpose of preliminary discussions on site
acquisitions for publicly funded capital improvements, or sales or leases of real property.

Exited Executive Session at 10:02pm.

15. POSSIBLE ACTION ON ITEMS DISCUSSED IN EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion by Councilman Barrett, seconded by Councilman Neal to move forward with the action
as discussed in Executive Session. Motion Carried (unanimous)

16. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Mayor Townsend, seconded by Councilman Barrett to adjourn at 10:27pm.
Motion Carried (unanimous)

APPROVED
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Eugeﬂe S. Dvornick Jr., Town l\ie{nager

*These minutes are a summary of the meeting. Complete audio and visual recordings are available upon request*



