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UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS … 
 
 Town Council-Planning Commission Workshop: Thursday, April 10, 5:00 PM, First 

State Community Action Agency 
 Town Council Meeting: Monday, April 14, 7:00 PM, Regular Meeting, Town Hall 
 Certification of Candidates: Thursday, April 17, 5:05 PM, Town Hall 
 Town Offices Closed: Friday, April 18, in observance of Good Friday 
 Delaware League of Local Governments: Thursday, April 24, 5:30 PM, Cheswold 
 Town Council Meeting: Monday, April 28, 7:00 PM, Regular Meeting, Town Hall 

 
 

UPDATES FROM DEPARTMENTS 
 

Finance 
 

o As of April 3, the Town has collected: 
 $1,914,253 (98.8%) of the 2025 annual property tax billing ($1,938,515) 
 April utility billing total $990,016 

 Due Date: May 9, 2025 
 Bills sent to Mail Movers on 4/1/25 
 Quarterly Take Note Newsletter (copy attached) 
 H2O Analytics Customer Portal Users (49) 

o Processed Payroll, Accounts Receivable 
 Processed 45 payroll records 
 Miscellaneous Billing Invoices generated (1) 
 Cash Receipt Transactions (233) 

o Provided Tax and Utility Information for property settlements and stamped deeds 
o Assisted customers with utility bill and parking ticket questions 

 Loaded new utility accounts 
o Completed revenue reconciliations (February) - 21 
o Attended FY25 Audit Kick-Off Meeting (Kristen Dabrowski, Laura Givens, Olga 

Holm) 
o Electronic Message Board Upgrade, online application - working with Phillips signs 
o Designed and ordered new employee badges 
o Coordinated Meeting with Keystone regarding SCADA and  water outage  

 
 
Construction Coordinator 
 

o No report this week 
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Police 
 

o Weekly Code Enforcement statistics updated (copy attached) 
o Weekly CrimeMapping Reports (copy attached) 
o Weekly Crime Snapshot (copy attached) 
o Departmental Press Releases issued as warranted 

 
 
Wastewater 
 

o Lagoon depths: Large Lagoon is 11.25 feet, and Small Lagoon is 5.50 feet  
o Working on the press at Cedar Lane to try to get it moving 
o Got response from Beacon Engineering about pump station upgrade – they have 

reached out to Hopkins for schedule update 
o Stainer in chlorine room came apart, repaired and lowered pressure 
o Pump 2 at Georgetown Plaza breaker kicked – cleaned contacts and reset breaker 

 
 
Public Works 
 

o Assisted water department with East Alley service line  
o Watered all planters 
o Relocated irrigation at Town Hall 
o Set up for Vietnam War Veterans Day service 
o Mulched Wilson Park 
o Serviced Town vehicles 
o Fixed parking meter kiosk machine 
o Performed regular maintenance of Town properties and bike trail 

 
 

Water 
 

o Ran new water line at Academy Alley from East Pine Street to meter #0862 
o Completed 12 hydrant flow test done for DBF 
o The water plant went offline Monday night due to a fiberoptic hub going bad that 

sends information to the control center. Replaced with a hub from a well that is not in 
service. Three new hubs have been ordered for spares, and a meeting with Keystone, 
the company that installed the system, is set for the week of April 14 to see what 
upgrades are needed to make sure it does not happen again 

o Installed 2-inch meter at Sun Behavioral 
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Community Development 
  

o Sent reminder postcards to rentals requiring reinspection this year for Wards 1 and 3 
o Held BOA meeting April 2 (Valvoline) 

 Variances and special exception granted for reduced setback of pylon sign, 
additional wall sign, and a loading zone waiver 

o Calhoun/Kingfisher Ct Apartments – March 28: Cate 1 final site plan applicant 
directed to submit plans for signature (pending DNREC)        

o Cheer Gateway East – Final site plan approved pending PWA. Draft PWA returned 
from DBF on April 4 

o Delmarva Christian Schools Campus Exp - Cat 1 site plan comments submitted to 
applicant through GOPOST on April 4, anticipated for April 14 TC approval. 

o Family Health of Georgetown - 2 Lee Ave – Cat 2 site plan amendment resubmittal 
from last set of comments (April 4, 2017) into GOPOST 

o Richard & Brenda Lankford Lot Line Adjustment - Cat 2 site plan comments to 
applicant on March 28; resubmitted to GOPOST on March 31 

o Supreme Summ LLC (101 Old Park Ave) - Cat 2 Minor Subdivision comments to 
applicant through GOPOST on April 4 

o 220 East Market Street - 3/31/2025: Cate 2 subdivision resubmitted 
o March 2025 Building Permits: $25,104.47 in Fees for $2,524,792 in improvements: 

includes new construction of 7 SFDs + 3 SFAs, and Court exterior renos 
o Predevelopment Meetings 

 222 Strawberry Alley (residential addition) 
 107 Depot Street (sale of prepackaged foods)          
 18 Stevenson Lane – 6 storage units below 2 multifamily units 

 
 
TOWN MANAGER’S UPDATE 
 
 Met with staff to discuss work order closure, water meter programming, and other issues 

(Kristen Dabrowski, Jamie Donaway, Gene Dvornick, Laura Givens, Olga Holm, Brian 
Olszak, Eric Rust, Jeff Ward) 

 Met with DelDOT to discuss safety improvements along College Park Lane – Dupont 
Boulevard to the Wal-Mart entrance (Gene Dvornick, Laura Givens, Donald Robinson, 
Eric Rust, Jeff Ward) 

 Responded to local resident questions regarding property ownership 
 Finalized SCAT Legislative Breakfast presentation 
 Provided comments on proposed legislation regarding Accessory Dwelling Units 
 Executed contract with CodeRED (community notification tool) – training to begin 

within the next 60 days 
 Responded to local media questions regarding townwide water disruption 
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 Attended PFAS Feasibility Study Progress and Strategy Meeting (Kristen Dabrowski, 
Gene Dvornick, Laura Givens, Rick Hudson, Eric Rust) 

 Researched and provided information regarding the Stevenson Lane DNREC study 
 Attended Sussex County Association of Towns Dinner Meeting – presentations by Kent 

Sussex Industries (KSI) and Food Bank of Delaware (Gene Dvornick, Bill West) 
 Responded to Delmarva Power questions regarding installation of underground utilities 

along Depot Street around the Las Américas ASPIRA Academy  
 Started drafting of Town Council-Planning Commission Workshop presentation 
 Executed Consent for Groundwater Sampling and Right-of-Way access for East Laurel 

Street (Gene Dvornick, Eric Rust) 
 Received notification that rail crossing work on East Market Street will begin on April 9 
 Attended meeting with Earle Dempsey (First State Inspection Agency) to review rental 

reinspection process (Gene Dvornik, Brian Olszak, Jamie Donaway, Stephanie Roblero, 
Yandani Velasquez) 

 Attended Sussex County Association of Towns Steering Committee Meeting (Gene 
Dvornick, Bill West) – 2025 Legislative Breakfast (presentation attached) 

 Participated in UD ICMA Student Chapter Speed Coaching Event 
 Responded to FOIA requests 
 Followed up on code enforcement issues 
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THIS REPORT AND ANY ATTACHMENTS ARE ONLY BEING SENT 
ELECTRONICALLY UNLESS OTHERWISE REQUESTED 

 
To inform the Council, employees, and the public about current Town activities and issues, the Town Manager 
issues the Town Manager’s Weekly Report with highlights from department activities for the current week. This 

report, published and distributed every Friday, is available online. If you have comments, questions, or suggestions 
about the Town Manager’s Weekly Report, please contact the Town Manager. 
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Town of Georgetown Take Note 

Visit us on the Town of Georgetown’s Website located at 	www.georgetowndel.com	

Important	Phone							

Numbers:	

Administrative Of ice: 
(302) 856-7391               

Fax: (302) 856-6348            

Community Development:         

(302) 853-0104 

Public Works:                

(302) 253-8630  

Sewer Department:            

(302) 500-8140  

Sewer	Emergency          

Cell:   (302) 381-5642 

Water Department:             
(302) 381-2248 

Water	Emergency:          

Cell:  (302) 381-5642 

Non-Emergency Police 

Dept. (302) 856-6613 

Code Enforcement:         
(302) 448-5027                                                             

Fire, Ambulance, Police: 

911 

Casella Waste Systems:     

Trash Service                      

(302) 934-1364 

Sussex County:                

(302) 855-7700 

Georgetown State Service 

Center:   (302) 856-5574 

Town Of ice Hours:        
Monday through Friday 

8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Welcome Spring! 

How nice the warmer and longer days feel. Especially after this past cold winter. 

We anticipate work on the new Police Station and Public Works Building, beginning with site      
clearing, to start in late spring. Building designs are being finalized and work with outside regulatory 
agencies will be starting soon. Once construction starts, we will be posting weekly updates on our 
website.  

Unfortunately, as the weather gets warmer, there is a corresponding increase in crime. I urge      
everyone to follow the “See something, Say Something” mantra - let’s watch out for one another to 
protect our people and property.        

Progress on the Sussex County Family Court Facility continues – the building and parking garage 
are quite the addition to our Town. Work of the East Market Street railroad crossing is scheduled for 
early April, please be patient as there may be traffic delays – once finished, this will be another    
significant improvement along the East Market Street Corridor. 

The 2025 Summer Concert Series starts on Thursday, June 5, come out and enjoy some music. One 
highlight for this year is the 287th US Army Band, scheduled for June 26, just in time to get us ready 
for the 4th of July. 

Finally, ‘Coffee with the Mayor’ begins on May 3, 2025, at Town Hall. Going forward it will be the first 
Saturday of every month. Let's meet and have coffee talk about ways to make Georgetown better, 
starting time will be 9:30 AM.                

Wishing everyone a wonderful Spring, and I look forward to seeing you around town. 

Georgetown. Well Rounded. 

Sincerely, 

Mayor Bill West 

2025 Summer Concert Series   

All concerts held at Sandhill Fields 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.      

June 5 - Southbound, Sponsored by JD Shuckers 
June 12 - Sticky Situation, Sponsored by Wawa 
June 26 - 287th US Army Band 
July 10 - Big Hat No Cattle, Sponsored by Stockley Tavern 
July 17 - 33 1/3, Sponsored by Haller and Hudson  
July 31 - Sticky Situation, In Memory of Lori Winzenried, sponsored by Short Funeral Services                        
August 7 - Southbound, Sponsored by The Onix Group 
August 14 - Double Agent, Anonymous Sponsor 
August 21 - 33 1/3, Sponsored by Hazzard Auto 
August 28 - Jones Boys, Sponsored by Davis, Bowen & Friedel Inc 
                                                                                                                                                                   
Bring your lawn chairs!                                                                    
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Town of Georgetown Take Note 

Questions	or	concerns?			

Please	feel	free	to	contact	the	
Town	Administrative	Ofϐice,	
(302)	856‐7391		or	email	your	
local		councilmember.	

Mayor - Bill West                    
bwest@georgetowndel.com 

Ward 1 - Christina Diaz-Malone 
cdiaz-malone@georgetowndel.com 

Ward 2 - Tony Neal                       
tneal@georgetowndel.com 

Ward 3 - Eric Evans                 
eevans@georgetowndel.com 

Ward 4 - Penuel Barrett             
pbarrett@georgetowndel.com 

 

Meetings 

Looking for information on 

what is happening in 

Georgetown?                             

Follow us on Facebook in 

order to get current events 

and notices! 

Town	Council	Meetings		

Second & Fourth Monday 

of each month at 7:00 p.m.	

Planning	Commission	

Meetings		                         

Third Wednesday of each 

month at 6:00 p.m. 

Board	of	Adjustment	    
First Wednesday of each 
month at 5:00 p.m. 

Online	Payments!	

Please visit our website 
www.georgetowndel.com	
to pay your water/sewer/
trash, and taxes online.		The 
Town does not accept phone 
payments. 

Georgetown Library Events… 

Friends of the Library Booksale                                                                                                                           
Thursday, April 10 - Saturday, April 12 

Avoiding Probate - Money School Seminar                                                                                                                                   
Tuesday, April 29 at 5:00pm.  

The class covers avoiding probate, how to make the transition of property occur seamlessly at the time of death, 
without “opening an estate”. Registration to attend the class is done online at: http://www.demoneyschool.org 

Basic Estate Planning - Money School Seminar                                                                                                             
Tuesday, May 27 at 5:00pm.  

The class covers common estate planning documents, what you should have prepared as well as why you 
should have an attorney prepare them for you. The class will help explain the estate planning documents      
everyone should have and what each document does for your benefit and the benefit of your loved ones.      
Registration to attend the class is done online at: http://www.demoneyschool.org 

Jewelry Making Class                                                                                                                                                            
Thursday, May 29 at 2:00pm.  

Join us and Ria Carraro for a jewelry making class!  All supplies will be provided. Registration is required sign 
up online at georgetown.lib.de.us This event is for Teens and Adults.  

Summer Reading Kick-Off Party 2025                                                                                                                
Saturday, June 7 from 6:00-8:00pm.  

Georgetown Public Library warmly invites you to join us at Sandhill Fields for our Summer Reading Kick-Off 
Party 2025!  The event will  take place on Saturday, June 7 at 6:00pm and will feature entertainment of all   
different varieties!  We will have games, crafts, ice cream, a movie and more! Movie will start at 8:00pm. 
Please bring chairs or a blanket to sit on.   

FIRE HYDRANT FLUSHING AND WATERLINE MAINTENANCE 

 

 The Georgetown Water Department will begin lushing the    

entire water system on Monday, April 21, 2025 starting in Ward 1.   

Flushing of ire hydrants is an important preventative maintenance    

activity we undertake to maintain the integrity of the water system. Not 
only is this practice done for ire ighting and public safety, this process helps us to continue to deliver 

the highest quality water possible to our customers.   

 The lushing process is done to remove minerals and sediment that naturally accumulate in 

water mains over the course of the year. Furthermore, this maintenance allows us to check and record 

water pressure to ensure the proper operation of the system. Finally, by operating each and every one 
of the 320+ ire hydrants in our water distribution system, we ensure each one is properly maintained 

and available for use in the event of a ire. 

 As a result of the line lushing process, residents in the immediate vicinity of the work may 

experience temporary discoloration of their water. This discoloration consists primarily of harmless 

silt and air and does not affect the safety of the water. If you experience discoloration in your water 

after crews have been lushing in your neighborhood, clear the pipes in your home by running all water 
faucets for a few minutes 

 If the problem does not go away after a few hours, please contact Rick Hudson at (302) 381-

2248 during normal business hours, 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. or Eric Rust at (302) 381-5642 after hours. 

Holiday	Schedule	

Good	Friday - Friday, April 18, 2025                  Memorial	Day - Monday, May 26, 2025                 

Juneteenth - Thursday, June 19, 2025              Independence	Day - Friday, July 4, 2025 
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Town of Georgetown Take Note 

The	Town	of	Georgetown	Municipal	Election																																																																																

Saturday,	May	10,	2025																																																																																																					
Located	at	Town	Hall	from	8:00	a.m.	‐	6:00	p.m.	

Town Council Person for the First Ward and Town Council Person for the Second Ward 

Will be considered during this election. 

Any qualified candidate interested in filing for these offices may do so at the Town Administrative Office. 
The filing deadline is Thursday, April 17, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Qualifications for Candidates: 

Pursuant to Charter of the Town of Georgetown, §3.2: The qualifications for Mayor and Town Council member at the time of their 
election shall be in accordance with 15 Del. C. § 7555(c)(1), (c)(2) and (c)(3) as amended¹ and shall also include: 

1. The Town Councilperson from the First Ward shall be twenty-one (21) years of age, a citizen of the United States, the State of 
Delaware, a bona fide resident of the town of Georgetown, and a bona fide resident of the First Ward. 

2. The Town Councilperson from the Second Ward shall be twenty-one (21) years of age, a citizen of the United States, the State 
of Delaware, a bona fide resident of the Town of Georgetown, and a bona fide resident of the Second Ward. 

Terms of Office: 

Town Council terms of office shall be for a period of two (2) years. 

Voter Registration: 

Register to vote before May 7, 2025 with the Sussex County Department of Elections: 
119 North Race Street, Georgetown DE 19947 (302) 856-5367. 

 

Absentee Voting: 
 

Any registered voter of the Town of Georgetown, who is unable to appear on the day of the election for a qualifying reason under 
Town Code, §39-1 and who wishes to vote by absentee voting, may do so by obtaining an “Affidavit for Absentee Voting” at the 
Town Administrative Offices. Absentee ballots will be available Monday, April 21, 2025. Following the submission of a qualify-
ing affidavit, an absentee ballot can either be picked up by the voter personally at the Town Administrative Offices or mailed. All 
absentee ballots must be received by Friday, May 9, 2025 at 4:00pm.  

¹ These State law qualifications require that a candidate for municipal office shall not have been convicted of a felony; shall have been a qualified 
elector of the municipality for at least one year prior to the date of election and shall be at least 21 years of age as of the election date. 

We are looking for individuals who would like to serve on the Board of Elections for the Town of Georgetown.  You must be a 

quali ied voter of the town and are not an elected of icial, candidate, or an immediate family member of an elected of icial or   

candidate.  

If you are interested in serving, please submit a letter of interest by April 11, 2025 at Noon to the Town Administrative Of ice,    

37 The Circle, Georgetown DE 19947. 
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CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY AND COMPLIANCE

MAINTENANCE OF TREES AND OTHER VEGETATION.

PARKING - CERTAIN OTHER PARKING PROHIBITED

PERMIT FOR CONSTRUCTION

RENTAL/BUSINESS LICENSE

SIGNS GENERAL REGULATIONS

HEIGHT OF GRASS

INDOOR FURNITURE/OUTSIDE

CONDEMNATION

DETRIMENTAL OBJECTS

TRASH; COLLECTION

Code Violations
March 28, 2025 to April 3, 2025
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Georgetown Police Department 
03/26/25 – 04/01/25 

 
 

 
Collisions 

12 
 

DUI’S 

2 

 
eTickets 

70 
 

Calls for Service 

274 

 
eWarnings 

38 
 

Arrests 

10 

 
Fugitives 

12 
 

Charges 

29 
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Sussex County 
Association of Towns

2025 Legislative Breakfast

April 4, 2025

1

Our Organization 
• Composed of the 25 municipalities in 

Delaware’s southernmost county

• Foster:

– Discussion, 
– Networking,  
– Sharing 

• Goals:
• Advocating positive political action 
• Enhancing home rule government

1

2
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Our Activities
• Meet monthly to discuss common issues affecting municipalities

• Follow legislation in the Delaware General Assembly and prioritize 
matters for the annual legislative agenda

• Encourage better communication among member municipalities, as 
well as with lawmakers, policy-makers, and other stakeholders

• Take an active role in promoting awareness and education of 
municipalities and the challenges they face

Transportation Funding
Kristy Rogers

Town Manager, Town of Milton
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Street Construction Costs

• Delaware Posted Asphalt Price ($/English Ton)
– Average for 2024 - $579.31/Ton
– Peaked in 2022 - $798.33/Ton
– March 2025 Rate - $615.00/Ton

• Typical Street Rehabilitation
– 1,000 feet x 24 feet x 4”
– Equates to 600 Tons
– 2025 Total Cost = $369,000
– Plus: labor, milling, and stripping

Municipal Street Aid Funding
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• Still impacted by reductions initiated in Fiscal Year 2006 and 2010
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Municipal Street Aid

• This is critical funding used to improve our roadway infrastructure 
and associated costs

• Appreciate the Governor’s Recommend Bond Bill including:
• Municipal Street Aid at $6,000,000
• Community Transportation Funds at $53,680,000

• Encourage support for an additional $2,000,000 in funding should 
the State have additional revenues available

Homelessness
Gene Dvornick
Town Manager
Town of Georgetown
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Homelessness

• Is not an “isolated” problem – Impact on State, 
Counties, and Municipalities

• Is not a “one” solution problem – Homeless people 
are individuals with unique needs. It is critical they 
be treated with respect and dignity

• Is not about ignoring the issue – It will not solve 
itself  

9

Dover

Wilmington

Impacts

• Individual, family, community

• Health problems, mental health issues, 
substance abuse, and violence

• Studies have shown that the top 10% of 
persistently homeless individuals account for 
over 60% of public costs
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Take a Stand

• Support increased funding for 
Emergency & Transitional Shelter

• Encourage Low Barrier Navigation 
Centers Statewide

• Redirect voucher housing support 
to organizations offering 
treatment and services

11

Final Thoughts
• Shelter
• Safety
• Services

12

} SUCCESS
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HB 48 
Accessible Parking Spaces

EVAN MILLER
ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER
CITY OF REHOBOTH BEACH

HB48 – Accessible Parking Spaces
• Supports better regulation, 

definitions and enforcement of 
accessible parking in Delaware. 

• Title II – Public Entities and Public 
Transportation

• Designate responsible person (ADA 
Coordinator)

• Conduct a self-evaluation – program 
access

• Develop a Transition Plan

• Requires property owners to obtain 
a permit from the permitting agency 
for new or modified accessible 
parking spaces.

• Permitting agency can be local county 
or municipal authority.

• Upon completion of the work, public 
agency shall verify compliance by 
conducting on-site inspection or 
independent compliance.

• Use of documentation and 
photographic evidence.
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HB48 – Accessible Parking Spaces Cont.
Possible impacts:

• Increased costs for local governments

• Hiring of staff or consultants to assist with 
permit review and enforcement.

• Limited enforcement resources

• Cities and towns with little code enforcement 
staff.

• Legal disputes or complaints

• Business or property owners facing fines or 
compliance orders may contest.

• Possible conflict with standards

• Different standards at each level of government 
can be difficult to understand and enforce.

Housing Needs in Sussex 
County
Jamie Burk

Town Manager
Town of Millsboro
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Market Data 

As of 2023, Sussex County, Delaware, had a median household income of approximately $78,061. This figure is 
slightly lower than the state's median household income of $81,361 but comparable to the national median of 
$77,719. 

Regarding the housing market, in February 2025, Sussex County reported 354 home sales, consistent with the 
previous month and an increase from 330 sales in February 2024. The median sold price was $434,500, a 
decrease from $465,000 in January but an increase from $421,250 the previous year. The inventory of homes for 
sale rose to 2,109, up from 1,888 in January and 1,692 in February 2024. However, the average time a home 
remained on the market extended to 70 days, compared to 62 days in January and 56 days a year earlier.

https://data.census.gov/profile/Sussex_County?g=010XX00US
https://cencsusreporter.org/profiles/05000US10005-sussex-county-de/

New Construction not 
keeping up in Sussex

• Despite these figures, there remains a significant 
shortage of affordable housing in Sussex County. A 
2023 report highlighted the need for more affordable 
housing options for both younger individuals 
beginning their careers and aging parents entering 
retirement. Additionally, a 2019 analysis projected 
that Sussex County would need to add approximately 
1,549 net new housing units annually over the 
subsequent decade to meet housing demands, 
encompassing both market-rate and below-market-
rate housing. The analysis also noted that new 
construction had not sufficiently addressed the 
needs of lower-income households, including 
essential workers in key sectors and individuals on 
fixed incomes. 

https://www.middletowntranscript.com/story/money/real-
estate/2025/03/21/sussex-county-leads-delaware-in-existing-home-sales-and-

highest-prices-in-february/
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Workforce Housing in Delaware

• Workforce housing provides affordable 
living options for middle-income 
workers, such as teachers, nurses, and 
first responders.

• Rising housing costs and limited 
availability create challenges for 
working families.

• Solutions require collaboration between 
state officials, developers, and 
community stakeholders.

Delaware HB 
442 Title:

Delaware House 
Bill 442 - Key 

Points

• Introduced to support the development of affordable 
workforce housing.  Signed into law by Governor Carney 
July 17, 2024.

• Provides incentives for developers to build housing 
accessible to middle-income earners.

• Aims to streamline zoning and regulatory processes to 
encourage construction.

• Seeks funding and grants to increase workforce housing 
availability.

• Created the Affordable Housing Production Task force.
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Affordable 
Housing 

Production 
Taskforce

Role of the Affordable Housing Production Taskforce:

• The task force is charged with investigating and making 
recommendations to the Governor and the General 
Assembly on strategies for increasing the production of 
affordable rental units and homes in Delaware. 

• Established to assess and address housing shortages in 
Delaware.

• Works with policymakers, industry leaders, and 
community organizations to develop solutions.

• Focuses on strategies such as expanding funding 
sources, revising zoning laws, and promoting public-
private partnerships.

• Aims to ensure affordable, sustainable housing for 
Delaware’s workforce.

Task Force 
Timeline

• The Task Force held its inaugural meeting on August 29, 
2024, during which members outlined their objectives 
and timeline. Subsequent meetings have taken place, 
including a session on October 7, 2024, where the Task 
Force explored affordable housing strategies 
implemented in other states. The Task Force has also 
formed subcommittees focusing on specific areas such 
as Regulatory & Permitting, Finance & Development, 
Construction, Manufactured Housing, and Community 
Focus Groups, each conducting regular meetings to 
address targeted issues. The full committee convened 
as recently as February 20, 2025, to review 
subcommittee recommendations. The Task Force is 
scheduled to submit its final report by April 7, 2025. 
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Closing Notes

• Collaboration is key to addressing 
Delaware’s workforce housing 
challenges. HB 442 and the 
Affordable Housing Production 
Taskforce play critical roles in 
expanding housing opportunities 
for working families.

• SCAT supports efforts at the state 
level to address these serious 
issues while respecting the 
importance of home rule and 
unique needs within the 26 
municipalities in Sussex County

Delaware Municipal Electric Corporation

Community Power
Kimberly Schlichting, President & CEO

4/4/25Sussex County Association of Towns

23

24



4/4/2025

13

25

Who is DEMEC?
Aggregated power supply and services for nine 
(9) member communities across Delaware.

Top Priority: Reliable & Affordable Electric
• Not-for-profit organization created to bring joint benefits 

to its municipal members
• Power Supply: 

o balancing short-term and long-term contracts 
o owned generation

 71 MW wind
 28.7 MW solar
 217 MW natural gas

• Legislative & Regulatory 
o advocacy/representation
○ Local control and decision-making

26

Advocacy that benefits 
beyond DEMEC members
Local Decision-Making & Cost Savings

• DEMEC advocates for municipalities’ local control 
and decision-making authority when engaging on 
energy policy and regulations

o Not only benefits DEMEC members, but ALL
Delaware electric customers

• DEMEC’s involvement reduces costs to customers:

o federal transmission rate hearings

• Indian River – negotiated settlement resulting 
in $100 million saved by all Delmarva peninsula 
customers
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Legislative & Regulatory
Significant Increase in Energy Policies

• Energy and environmental policies impact 
everyone

• Requires balancing reliability, sustainability, 
and affordability

• DEMEC represents municipal interests at 
the state and federal levels

Delaware Energy Legislation Tracked

* Includes 9 introduced and 5
draft bills, and we are only
halfway through session.

*
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Legislative & Regulatory (cont.)

Current Legislation of Note
• HS1 to HB62 – Electric/Heating Utility Disconnects (passed the House Committee 3/26)

o removes requirement for utility to know which customers are receiving public benefits

o sponsor of the bill plans to introduce an amendment to the bill adjusting details such as the location used for 
determining temperature to local airports in each county, who receives the shutoff notices, and how long 
electric and heating utilities have before implementing the requirements in the bill

• Energy Generation Siting Commission (Legislation Considered) 

o Would override municipal and county local permitting decisions relating to energy generation siting

o Stems from denial/delay of permits for community solar and offshore wind

Support of DEMEC’s advocacy efforts from SCAT members 
would amplify the voice of Delaware’s cities and towns. 

Support of DEMEC’s advocacy efforts from SCAT members 
would amplify the voice of Delaware’s cities and towns. 
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Not all generation is created equal
• PJM’s capacity value for natural gas is nearly 9x greater

than solar and 20% greater than offshore wind

• Reliability monitoring agencies have noted that it would
take 7MW of solar + storage to equal 1MW of
dispatchable (on-demand) generation like natural gas

• Dispatchable generation provides attributes to the grid that
renewables cannot:

○ Benefits
 Reliability
 Flexibility
 Grid Stability

○ Frequency Regulation
 Frequency Stability
 Operating Reserves
 Automatic Generation Control

○ Reactive Services
 Voltage Control
 Reactive Power Support
 Local Reactive Needs

9%

79%
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9-gigawatt (GW) Need
• State Leadership stated at the recent DLLG 

meeting that Delaware needs 9GW of energy

• Considering the capacity factor of solar and 
preference for renewable energy in state 
policy that would require 730,000 acres

NOTE: DEMEC’s Beasley Power Station is a 
100MW natural gas fired peaking plant that sits 
on 7 acres of land.
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Thank You!
If you have questions or need further information:

PublicPowerDE.com

302-653-2733

Coastal Values and Challenges

Tony Pratt
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Other Legislative Topics 

Gene Dvornick
Town Manager

Town of Georgetown
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Current Legislation

SB 72 – Forever Chemicals Reporting Act

SB 87 – Accessory Dwelling Units

HB 78 – Recordings of Meetings of Public Bodies

HB 104 – Police Officers Arrest Powers (Statewide)
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Closing Remarks

Bill West
Mayor

Town of Georgetown
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Communication among State lawmakers, County officials and municipal 
leaders is important when considering legislation and issues

SCAT appreciates the long history of strong communication, 
relationships with our legislators, particularly when bills could affect 
Sussex municipalities

As always, SCAT appreciates all that our legislators do to make 
Delaware, Sussex County, and our municipalities a great place to live and 
do business 

Closing Remarks
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Sussex County 
Association of Towns

2025 Legislative Breakfast

April 4, 2025
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